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The use of empirical antimicrobial therapy has significantly reduced the morbidity and mortality associated with untreated infections in febrile neutropenic patients. This guideline describes clinical trials of the safety and efficacy of new antimicrobial drugs in this population of patients. Fever and neutropenia should be precisely defined in each protocol. Patients should be randomized to treatment with a new or active-control drug regimen, stratified on the basis of type of cancer and age, and treated until resolution--as defined in the protocol--is attained. Outcome should be assessed both for cases with a defined microbial etiology and for those without. Final microbiological outcome is important for cases with identified pathogens, but clinical outcome is paramount.